Making Informed-Choice
about 3 Grade 9
Opportunities

at Arrowhead High School........

Based on Beliefs, Rationale, and the Common Core
The Nature and Purpose of the 3 Choices
AP Human Geography with English 9 Honors
Integrated Learning Academy
English 9 CORE aligned with Social Studies 9 CORE
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Beliefs and Rationale

Providing a Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum for all
students

Focusing on deep implementation of essential
knowledge and skills

Aligning our curriculum to the National Common
Core

Anticipating the new state assessments based on the
National Common Core



/

.

Impetus for Proposed Changes

Based on the need to integrate course offerings

Based on a need to create more seHlelection courses
xEEAE AAOO ZEO OEA OOOAAT (
Based on a need to integrate more rigor, and
differentiated assignments/assessments into all classes
using the Common Core standards

Based on the need to improve our relatively stable
student performance data
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— Preparing for the Propo§ed
Changes

AHS leaders continue to learn and lead into the
future by attending conferences, collaborating on
ideas, reflecting on current practices, using
available data and projecting future needs in order
to prepare all students to be college and career
ready

The 2020 Vision project has provided the
background to learn about the needs of the 2t
century learner and the learning environments
that meet their needs.
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Input from Stakeholders

Input has been secured from area G/T
Coordinators, AHS G/T Advisory
Committee (parents and students),
Leadership Team, administration, and
staff

English and Social Studies teachers
have been working for 9 months on
proposed changes
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Learning Environment Change:

For the first time, students have a
choice to match how they learn best
with opportunities to learn.

The essential knowledge and skills will
be the constant; the learning
environment will be the variable.
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National Common Core

Wisconsin Adopted the National Common Core
Key Design Elem
Tied to the ne
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National Common Core

Wisconsin has adopted the National Common Core
Standards for ELA. All reading and writing standards
are common in all content areas.

The Common Core will drive the work in Wisconsin
and at local levels

The new state assessments will be based on the
Common Core

The Explore, Plan, ACT are aligned to the Common
Core

We need to transition our current program to the
Common Core



— Key Points from the Common Core
Design

An integrated model of literacy within

the standards

Research and media skills are

Integrated
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literacy development z Reading,

writing, oral and mathematical

Internationally benchmarked
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—New State Assessments will be Base
on the Common Core

These will be Implemented in 201415

The College Board Is in the process of
making changes to the AP exams to be
reflective of higher level thinking, as
opposed to rote memory
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Making an Informed Choice
for all Grade 9 Students

The Learning Environment Changes

AP Human Geography with English 9 Honors
Integrated Learning Academy
English 9 CORE/Social Studies 9 CORE
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AP Human Geography
with English 9 Honors

Description
Learning Envir
Match for S




AP Human Geography
with English 9 Honors

AP Human Geography Is an
appropriate college level course for
capable grade 9 students.
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According to the College Boarc
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systematic study of patterns and processes
that have shaped human understanding,
OOAh AT A Al OAOAOEIT T 1
Students employ spatial concepts and
landscape analysis to examine human social

organization and its environmental
Al T OANOAT AAOS8S®



/ Topics

Geography as a field of inquiry:

cultural patterns and processes,

. political organizations,

. agriculture and land use,

- Industrialization and economic development,
cities and urban land use.

. population
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AP Exam

Students are expected to take the AP
Human Geography exam that includes
both a 60-minute multiple -choice
section and a 7sminute free-response
section.
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English 9 Honors

The English 9 Honors course will align
with AP Human Geography, focusing
on the skills necessary to be successful
on the exam.
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Teacher Collaboration

Teachers will work closely together to
align essential writing, reading,
listening, and speaking skills in order
to be successful for the AP Human
Geography students.
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Meeting Schedule

Courses will meet daily for 40 minutes
each

The courses are not blocked or teamed
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Transcript

AP Human Geography and English 9
Honors will appear on the transcript for
2 credits each.

Students will need to take AP U.S.
Government and Politics or Political
Science
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- AP Human Geography/English
Honors Learning Environment

This Is a more teacherdirected choice

using a national curriculum that is
recognized by the College Board.
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Classroom Learning

The classroom will use more interactive
lecture and discussion and focus on
higher level thinking skills. Students
will be expected to comprehend higher
level texts and write critically at a
higher level.
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Must Enroll in both Courses

There will be strong alignment of skills
and knowledge between the two
courses. Students must enroll in both
offerings.



~AP Human Geography with Englis
9 Honors Student Match

While students of all abllity levels and
learning styles may benefit from this
choice, those students who take
direction well, manage their time,
commit to being prepared by
completing the required homework,
readings, and writings will find the
MOSt success.
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Additional Indicators

Students who have found past success
In the structure of school and work
hard at doing well may especially
benefit.

Those who have been identified
academically or intellectually gifted
may find this to be a match
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Predictor of Success

In addition, students will have an
opportunity to take an ACT practice
test (retired test) on January 7 to assist
In making an informed choice about

their readiness.

This Is an expectation, not a
requirement



ACT Practice Test

January 7 at North Campus
Arrive no later than 7:45.
It will be finished by 12:00

It will be an actual test in an actual testing environment
Including the writing portion.

The test can not be used for any other reason than for
parent use in making an informed decision about freshmen
choices and readiness.

If your student took an ACT within the past year, those
results may be used

Details to follow



Parent Meeting

January 17 2012, prior to the Freshmen
Orientation

5:151t0 6:15 In the SC Library

Interpretation of individual results will
be available

AHS staff will be available to provide
assistance

More information to follow



Integrated Learning
Academy

Description
Learning Envir
Match for
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Integrated Learning Academy (ILA

The Integrated Learning Academy will
provide an integrated learning and

iInquiry -based learning experience with
Increased focus on science, social

studies, English, art and business.



ILA Themes

The themes are College and Career
Readiness, Matter and Structure

Interaction, Energy, Motion and Forces
In our Lives, and Earth Interaction.



National Common Core

The National Common Core learning
standards for each subject area will be
blended together creating an engaging

and unigue approach to solve real life
problems.
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Transcript

Students will earn 2 credits for English
9, 2 credits for science 9, 2 credits for
soclal studies 9, 1 credit for art, and 1
credit for business on their transcript.
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ILA Learning Environment

Students in the ILA will be learning
through team teaching by the same group
of teachers who create flexible use of time
and space (periods 710) to integrate key
themes using projectbased and problem
based approaches, as well as traditional
ways of learning.
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Teaching Team

Each student will have an advisor from
the teaching team. Students will
partially direct their own learning by
scheduling training sessions on key
concepts and skills.
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215t Century Learning

Students will use a personaklectronic
deviceand cloud based applications to
communicate and share information
on a daily basis.



/

/

ILA Student Match

Students of all ability levels and
learning styles will find success Iin the
Integrated Learning Academy.
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Additional Indicators

In particular, those students who are
self-directed, curious, creative, and
tend to exceed expectations will find
this a match.

Those students, who ask higher level
thinking questions, see big picture and
want to know why, may especially
benefit.
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English 9 Core alighed
with Social Studies CORE

Description
Learning Envir
Match for S
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~—English 9 CORE/Social Studies !
CORE

The Core classes provide all students
with an opportunity to apply reading,
writing, speaking, listening, and
research and media skills to four
themes in z Power, Citizenship, Culture
and Conflict in these two subject areas.



Transcript

English 9 and Social Studies 9 will
appear as 2 credits each on the
transcript.
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CORE Learning Environment

There will be four major assessments,
one each quarter, that will connect the

learning for students and be applied In
each course.
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Classroom Learning

This Is not teamed, nor is it an integrated
learning environment. However, students
will have very similar classroom

experiences regardless of who teaches the
class.

Meets In alternate day block classes for 84
minutes.
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CORE Match for Students

Students of all abilities and learning
styles will find success in the Core.

Critical thinking skills will focus on all
levels of thinking.
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Additional Indicators

Students who are used to a more
traditional learning environment but
want to see how their learning and
work Is connected through two subject
areas will benefit from this choice.
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Common Characteristics
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standards focus on essential skills in reading, writing,
speaking/listening, grammar, research and technology.
Are aligned with the National Council for the Social Studies.

Have rigor.

Will use the same end of semester skilleebased common
assessment.

Will use direct instruction, individual assignments, small group
work, and projects.

Will adapt to the learning needs of students by providing varied
assignments, use of questions, and choices in interim
assessments.
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Making an Informed
Choice

How are parents a
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Making Informed Choices

In order to assure success for students a tool(s) is
desired to determine readiness

Explore in grade 8 will be used in all k8 school
districts beginning in 201213.
- It will assist in readiness for the AP Geography and
English 9 Honors
- It will assist in placement for the Adv Alg/Trig and
Science 9 options

. Students will learn about their strengths and gaps and
so will the school
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Who Is Expected to Take The
ACT Practice Test on January



All students seriously interested In
the AP Human Geography with
English 9 Honors



Scilence

All students Iinterested in Science

Honors or Biology must be
recommended by G/T Coordinator and

Take the February 25 science placement
test z See Hand out for information



Mathematics

Advanced Algebra/Trig or Advanced

Algebra or Geometry and Advanced
Algebra Block

This also requires teacher

recommendation 7 See hand out for
iInformation
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Committing to the Choice

Students will make their choices during
the typical registration window. There
IS No selection process and no need for
an appeal process.
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Additional Support

If students are uncertain about match
and readiness K8 counselors and G/T
Coordinators are informed of options
and know your son or daughter



—How Do | Register for the ACT or
January 7 20127

Contact Kim Dion at
or at 262 3693611
ext. 4113 by January 2, 2012

Provide name of student, school
district , address, emailand phone
number


mailto:dion@ahs.k12.wi.us
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Who Do | Contact With Questions'

See the FAQ Hand out for additional
Information

If there are still questions, contact Bonnie
Laugerman, Director of Learning at AHS

laugerman@ahs.k12.wi.us , or 262 363611
ext. 4204






