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Semester 2

· The entire class will study this book, but students may choose an alternative.

· Some other appropriate books an individual student might read in place of this book:  

Alternate books may include All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque orFallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers.

· Ways in which the book is especially appropriate for students in English 9:

This historical fiction novel is appropriate for the students in this course because it vividly articulates the story of Amari, a teenage girl, embarking on a forced journey of love, hatred, humility, courage, and perseverance. 

· Ways in which the book is especially pertinent to the objectives of this course or unit:  

The rapidly changing pace, interesting plot, and female protagonist make the book a great choice for our class, since we are trying to inspire students to become readers for life.

· Special problems that might arise in relation to the book and some planned activities that handle these problems:  

Students will encounter some inferences of physical and sexual abuse.  Classroom discussion will help students deal with these topics.
	
· Summary of the book:

“Stolen from her village, sold to the highest bidder, fifteen-year-old Amari has only one thing left of her own-HOPE.  Survival seems all that Amari can hope for.  But then an act of unimaginable cruelty provides her with an opportunity to escape, and with an indentured servant named Polly she flees to Fort Mose, Florida, in search of sanctuary at the Spanish colony.”  --Sharon Draper

· Awards/ Reviews for this book:

Copper Sun won the 2007 Coretta Scott King Award, the Heartland Award for Excellence in YA Literature, the Best Book of the Year by School Library Journal and was named one of the Top Ten Historical Fiction Books for Youth by Booklist.

“Action-packed, multifaceted, character-rich.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]			--SLJ, starred review
“A searing work of historical fiction….Draper builds the explosive tension to the last chapter, and the sheer power of the story, balanced between the overwhelmingly brutal facts of slavery and Amari’s ferocious survivor’s spirit, will leave readers breathless.”
			--Booklist, starred review
