Book Rationale

School:  Arrowhead
Teachers:  Sheryl Beres and Terri Carnell
Title:  The Hunger Games (ISBN-10:  0-439-02352-1)
Author:  Suzanne Collins
Course:  Reading for English/Government
Approximate date(s) book will be used:  

Semester 2

· The entire class will study this book, but students may choose an alternative.

· Some other appropriate books an individual student might read in place of this book:  

Alternate books may include The Book Thief by Markus Zusak, The Giver by Lois Lowry, and Change of Heart by Shari Maurer. 

· Ways in which the book is especially appropriate for students in Reading for English/Government:

This book is appropriate for students in the course because it deals with the contemporary themes of societal conflict, adolescent coming of age, interpersonal relationships, and survival.

· Ways in which the book is especially pertinent to the objectives of this course or unit:  

The futuristic plot and teenage protagonists make this novel a good selection for the course objectives of connecting literature to government.  Satire is used to draw attention to the problems found within the areas of government, entertainment, and humanity today; therefore, it is relevant to the interest of our students.

· Special problems that might arise in relation to the book and some planned activities that handle these problems:  

Students will encounter the moral dilemma of hunting humans for sport.  Classroom discussion will help students deal with this topic.
	 
· Summary of the book:

“In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts.  The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV.”  --Suzanne Collins

· Awards/ Reviews for this book:

Chosen as # 1 New York Times Bestseller, USA Today Bestseller, #1 on Winter ‘08/’09 Children’s Indie Next list, 2009 Children’s Choice Book Award 


“…a superb tale of physical adventure, political suspense, and romance.” 
                                              --Booklist, Starred Review

“...brilliantly plotted and perfectly paced…a futuristic novel every bit as good and as allegorically rich as Scott Westerfeld’s ‘Uglies’ books.”
                                             --The New York Times, John Green

“…enthralling, imaginative and creepy…”
                                             --Los Angeles Times

		
