Journalism
Mrs. Holloway
Course Description & Goals

Throughout modern history, people have depended on the mass media to spread the word about events and people of interest to the general public. Journalism introduces students to the exciting world of the print media. Students will be asked to report, write, edit, take pictures, manage their time responsibly, work as a part of a team, design and advertise.  

In addition, students will have the opportunity to use state-of-the-art computer-aided publishing tools and other hands-on production tools as well as digital photography equipment. This course may provide students insights into college and career choices. Some out-of-class time may be required. 


This course is designed to enable students to learn the art and craft of reporting, writing, and presenting the news. Students will focus on the philosophy of strong ethical journalism, the roles for a publication, organizational and teamwork skills, and finally, the structural as well as business aspects of a school news publication.

This semester, by way of exercises and compositions, you will
· Understand and appreciate the fundamentals of journalism and how these fundamentals apply to a school publication.

· Practice the philosophy of ethical high school journalism within the legal boundaries of a public school setting.

· Uphold and respect the values of creating a goal oriented work setting.

· Understand the importance of the business aspects of a news publication. 
(Ex: advertising and good public relations)

· Learn and produce various types of news writing and present the finished product in a concise and professional manner.
· Immerse oneself in the application of good interviewing techniques and the proper ways to publish interviews.

· Utilize one’s creativity in the layout and design process.

· Meet deadlines on time in order to ensure productivity.

· Understand and appreciate the importance of photojournalism.
· Understand the realm of journalism through different forms and functions.
· Recognize the spectrum of syntax forms and use them as means to clarity.
· Gain a fluency in editing through grammar and editing.
· Hear and understand voice in others and yourself in order to strengthen a message.
· Become comfortable with constructive feedback.
· Learn to become unattached to your own writing for the sake of self-critiquing and editing.
Course Expectations
· Treat others with respect and dignity.
· While individual work is necessary, working as a team member is essential.
· Maintain computer equipment. 
· Maintain clean, organized work areas. 
· Attendance and punctuality to class and to all assignments is paramount.
What you need:

· A positive attitude.
· A willingness to work.

Simple Expectations/Grading Rules:
The majority of your grade will be based on the promptness and the quality of your work. If you get behind, see me immediately. Further, much of your grade depends on improvement. Your grade will also depend on your ability to plan ahead. Each class period, you will be asked to work on your article and complete tasks for your job. If you do not use class time, success is not possible.

Articles are expected to be saved by 2:36pm on Thursdays of each week. If work is not ready when class ends, it is late.  Since this is a production class, the late policy is rigid.  You can hand in the work the ONE day late for HALF credit.  If you know in advance you will be gone, the work is due on the scheduled due date or else it will be considered late; this is the same for partial day absences.  If your absence is unexcused on the day something is due, you will be penalized 50%. DO NOT put items in my mailbox. You should always save files into the appropriate shared server space.
To become a better writer and reporter, you must work hard and be able to accept direction and constructive criticism. Because journalism is intended for sharing, I will be requiring you to share your pieces online and in print version.
Critiques of your writing performance (or any other performance, for that matter) are not critiques of you.  The facets of proficient writing and reporting take time to learn and even more time to apply.  Please do not ever hesitate to see me with questions or concerns.  Remember, every writer/reporter feels frustration, but (as with anything) it lessens with practice.  

Articles will be graded on a five point scale: two points for timeliness, two points for quality and 1 point for having three people edit your article.
This syllabus is a key reference for this course.  

Contact Ms. Holloway by email: holloway@ahs.k12.wi.us

or phone 369-3612 ext. 3371 if necessary.  

