One of the first things that you must do in any season is to choose an event and develop a piece.  Below is a list of events.  Look over this list and have some ideas about which event you would like to try for the next meeting.

The Events of Forensics

Original Speech Events

Demonstration Speaking

Type:


Original Speech
Time Limit:

10 mins including set-up and take-down
Number of People:
1 (a partner may be used in the demonstration)
Memorized:

Yes
Props:


Yes (No Costumes)
Summary:
Demonstrative speaking involves giving an original speech that demonstrates a process.  The speech should be engaging, relative and easy to follow.  Props and a partner may be use to help demonstrate the process.

Four Minute Speaking
Type:


Original Speech
Time Limit:

4 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

Yes – Can use one 4 x 6 note card
Props:


No
Summary:

A speech on any topic designed to inform, not persuasive or demonstrative.  The speech should be well organized and interesting.  A range of support materials should be used which can include quotations, statistics, examples, comparisons, and analogies.
Moments in History
Type:


Original Speech
Time Limit:

6 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

Yes – Can use one 4 x 6 note card
Props:


Yes – No costumes of worn props
Summary:

A time period is designated at the beginning of the season.  Students must give a speech on any person, place, thing or idea that existed/was developed during the time period.
The Decade of the 1980’s
Oratory

Type:


Original Speech
Time Limit:

10 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

Yes
Props:


No
Summary:

A formal, persuasive speech intended to address a problem.  Students should persuade that the problem exists and/or that a certain solution should be accepted.  Clear organization and creative metaphors are often used to keep the speech engaging.
Public Address
Type:


Original Speech
Time Limit:

8 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

Yes
Props:


No
Summary:

A student must answer one of the predetermined questions or problems, using good organization, sources and persuasive skills. The questions are set before the season begins by the forensics state organizations.
1.    
Same-Sex Marriage: To what extent, if any, should state and federal 
governments recognize same sex marriage and/or civil unions? 

2.    
Vegetarian/Vegan Diet: What are the benefits, if any, to a vegetarian 
and/or vegan diet? 

3.   
Obama Presidency: To what extent, if any, has the first year of the Obama 
Presidency been a success or failure? 

4.    
Social Networking: To what extent, if any, will social networking shape the 
future? 

5.    
Drinking: What, if anything should be done to discourage the drinking culture in 
Wisconsin? 

Special Occasion
Type:


Original Speech
Time Limit:

8 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

Yes
Props:


Yes
Summary:


A student gives a speech as if they were speaking at one of the predetermined occasions (wedding, funeral, graduation, etc).  Students may present any scenario to make the “event” come to life, but should still give a well organized and presented speech.  The occasions are set before the season begins by the forensics state organizations.
1.    
A Eulogy  (WHSFA: A Eulogy for a pet)
2.    
A Public Statement for a Crisis: topics may include but are not limited 
to a natural disaster, crime, illness, loss of home, etc.
        
(WHSFA: A public statement for a family crisis...) 

3.    
An Original Summation of an actual or fictitious trial 

4.    
A Tribute  (WHSFA: A tribute to a teacher) 

Limited Preparation Events
Extemporaneous Speaking

Type:


Original Speech with Limited Prep

Time Limit:

30 minutes prep, 8 minutes speech

Number of People:
1

Memorized:

Yes – Can use one 4 x 6 note card

Props:
Students can use a stopwatch during speech.  Magazines, newspaper, articles, etc can be used during the preparation time. 

Summary:

A student is given a number of current events questions and chooses one.  They then have a half hour to prepare a well organized speech that answers the question.  Source materials can be used and cited to help give credibility to the speech.  After 20 minutes, the student gives the speech to the judge and is evaluated on all oral presentation skills.

Radio Speaking

Type:


Interpretation with Limited Prep

Time Limit:

30 minutes prep, 5 minutes speak time

Number of People:
1

Memorized:

No

Props:
A stopwatch and a radio packet which will be provided for each round

Summary:

Students have 30 minutes to cut a series of written articles into a cohesive 5-minute radio show.  The show should have call letters, include national, state and local news, weather, sports, and a commercial.  Only vocal skills are judged, not facial expressions and physical presentation.

Interpretation Events

Farrago

Type:


Interpretation
Time Limit:

10 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

No
Props:


No
Summary:

Farrago is a reading event where the contestant chooses a theme and at least 3 pieces of different genres (non-fiction, poetry, play, song, prose, monologue, etc) which reflect upon that theme.  Pieces should give an understanding of the theme and convey emotions and ideas.
Group Interpretation
Type:


Interpretation
Time Limit:

12 minutes
Number of People:
2-5 people
Memorized:

No
Props:


No
Summary:

This category presents a literary script in such manner that the audience imagines action being described rather than witnessing it being performed or acting. Onstage focus (direct eye contact) and physical interaction (touching) is prohibited. The material may be a cutting, complete work or group of works compiled from prose, poetry, or essays, but drama (i.e., plays, screenplays and monologues) is prohibited.

Oral Interpretation of Literature
Type:


Interpretation
Time Limit:

8 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

No
Props:


No
Summary:

Students alternate between a prose and poetry piece, performing only one each round.  Pieces are not related.  Rules and goals are the same as those for prose and poetry.
Poetry
Type:


Interpretation


Time Limit:

8 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

No
Props:


No
Summary:

A student will perform their interpretation of a poem of poems.  If using multiple poems, they should be connected by a common theme or author.  Good pacing, vocal skills and emotions should be displayed.
Prose
Type:


Interpretation


Time Limit:

8 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

No
Props:


No
Summary:

A student will perform their interpretation of a section of prose, such as a short story or portion of a novel.  Emotion should be conveyed as well as good pacing and vocal skills.
Performance Events
Duo Interpretation
Type:


Interpretation


Time Limit:

10 minutes

Number of People:
2
Memorized:

Yes

Props:


No

Summary:

Students give a performance that creates an atmosphere of time and place, emphasizing development of character and appropriate physical movement. Lines are spoken from memory using offstage focus.  Quality literary material is expected, and each partner may perform multiple characters. 
Playacting

Type:


Interpretation


Time Limit:

12 minutes

Number of People:
2-5

Memorized:

Yes

Props:


No – Except for a chair and table if available

Summary:

Students must put on a portion of a play using good physical performance skills, facial expressions and vocal delivery.  Student may touch and make direct eye contact.

Solo Acting Humorous
Type:


Interpretation
Time Limit:

10 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

Yes
Props:


No
Summary:

Present a piece of a published script that conveys a humorous scene.  The scene should include an interpretation of one or more characters and will be judged on the use of facial expression, vocal skills and physical presence.
Solo Acting Serious

Type:


Interpretation

Time Limit:

10 minutes

Number of People:
1

Memorized:

Yes

Props:


No

Summary:

Present a piece of a published script that conveys a serious or dramatic scene.  The scene should include an interpretation of one or more characters and will be judged on the use of facial expression, vocal skills and physical presence.

Storytelling
Type:


Interpretation
Time Limit:

8 minutes
Number of People:
1
Memorized:

Yes
Props:


Only a chair
Summary:

A storyteller prepares four stories to fit each of the predetermined categories.  During each round, the judge chooses which story the student will perform; no story can be performed twice in one day.  Students use voice, physical movement and facial expressions to convey a story.  The categories are set before the season begins by the forensics state organizations.


1.    
An Arabian Nights Story

2.    
A Favorite Childhood Story

3.    
An Animal Story

4.    
A Story about Teamwork
“Debate”
Group Discussion

Type:


Debate
Time Limit:

30 minutes
Number of People:
Compete individually, but work with others in the same round
Memorized:

No
Props:


Notes and sources are acceptable
Summary:


A group of competitors are presented with a question that they must define and purpose solutions.  Each individual is judged on their teamwork skills, how well they listen to others and how they help with problem solving.  The questions are set before the season begins by the forensics state organizations.
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Special Notes:

A) Speaker may have an assistant to help demonstrate or set up/take down. Assistant may not speak and is not considered a contestant.

B) Student may use magazines, newspapers, and other print resources during preparation but not during speech presentation. Use of a

stopwatch during speech is allowed.

C) The student must identify the genre of each selection within the presentation.

D) Discussion topics are predetermined for each week and are available on the WFCA website.

E) Material may come from prose, poetry, or essay sources (or combination of these genres), but NOT drama (plays, scripts).

F) Tournament rounds alternate between prose and poetry. Tournament host will indicate whether first round is prose or poetry.

G) Facial expressions/gestures are not judged; only vocal presentation is judged.

H) Speaker must sit in a chair - student's backside must be on chair at all times.

GENERAL NOTE: All categories, EXCEPT RADIO, include a 15-second grace period beyond the time limits listed above.
Forensics Glossary

Forensics is filled with jargon, catchphrases and acronyms—here’s some of

the ‘lingo’ you may want to know. Categories nicknames are listed here, but

category explanations can be found in a previous section.

Break: 
to advance to the next level of competition (such as a power round)—to 


make the ‘break rounds’.

California clap: often used at award ceremonies—one clap after each name is called



instead of full applause.

Code: 

Each student receives a code that serves as his or her ‘name’ at a 



tournament.  Usually this includes a way of signifying their team and 


category. Judges are blind to what each code means so they are unable 


to judge a student based on their school affiliation. An example: 36H2. 36 


is the school code (so say school 36 signifies West Bend East), H is the 


category code (for example, Prose) and 2 means they are the second 


competitor from that school in that category.

DI: 

Dramatic interpretation—an alternate name for Solo Acting Serious.

Draw room: 
Room where limited prep events (radio and extemporaneous) draw their



questions or get their packets.

Draw time: 
Time listed on the schedule where a limited prep competitor draws their



question/packet. They then have 30 minutes before they speak.

Speak time: 
Time listed on a schedule for a competitor in a limited prep event when



they will give the actual speech (30 minutes after their draw time).

Extemp: 
Short for Extemporaneous Speaking.

Flighted rounds: When a round is divided into two groups (flights), such as flight A and



flight B. One judge usually judges both flights. This helps large categories 


create realistic sized rounds and uses fewer judges and/or fewer rooms. 


Flighting is often used in short categories like four minute informative.
Introduction: 
All interpretation events require an introduction near the beginning of the



performance (sometimes after a teaser). An introduction briefly sets up 


what the performance will be about as well as introducing the title and 


author (and sometimes genre) of the piece. Some categories will have 


multiple short transitions, such as between pieces in farrago or if a series 


of poems is used in poetry. All introductions must be memorized.
Large school: A division for team awards at most tournaments. Usually a team with



more than fifteen entries constitutes a large school. This division is usually 

ranked by total points of its top 25 entries.

Group disco: Not a dance. Short for Group Discussion.

HI: 

Humorous interpretation—an alternate name for Solo Acting Humorous.

Judge’s Lounge: Where judges relax between rounds, see postings and get assigned



rounds to judge. Also a great place for free food!

NCFL: 
the National Catholic Forensics League. This league hosts a large 



competitive national tournament each year. Teams must pay and enroll in 


their local NCFL district, which holds a district qualifying meet for the 


national tournament. Categories include: oratorical declamation, duo 


interpretation, extemporaneous speaking, dramatic interpretation, original 


oratory, Lincoln Douglas debate, public forum debate and policy debate. 


For more visit: www.ncfl.org.

NFL: 

the National Forensics League. This league hosts a competitive national



tournament each year. Membership in this league also serves as an honor 

society, awarding students for participating and competing at all levels. 


The NFL is divided into districts, each which holds a qualifying meet for 


students to attend nationals. Categories include: Lincoln Douglas debate, 


Policy debate, public forum debate, domestic extemporaneous speaking, 


international extemporaneous speaking, duo interpretation, humorous 


interpretation, dramatic interpretation and original oratory. For more visit: 


www.nflonline.org.

OIL: 

Short for Oral Interpretation of Literature.

OO: 

Short for Original Oratory.

Points: 
Refers to points earned by students for their team at competitive 



tournaments. A student earns 5 points for each rank of 1, 4 points for each 

rank of 2, 3 points for a rank of 3, 2 points for a rank of 4 and 1 point for a 


rank of 5. Points are totaled to determine team awards. For example, a 


student who went 1, 3, and 5 in three different rounds earns 9 points. 


Points are also tabulated for each student for NFL recognition.

Postings: 
Refers to the time after preliminary rounds are completed when 



tournament officials post the codes of students advancing to power 



rounds.

Power round: Also known as a break round or an out round or a final round, this is a



round composed of the best students in each category who compete for 


individual awards. Power rounds usually have between 4-8 students and 


are determined by who has the best overall ranks in prelims (therefore the 


highest point totals). 

Quality point award: A system of determining team ranking by averaging the total



number of team points divided by how many entries the team had.
Showcase: 
Some tournaments hold a showcase round during power rounds (after



preliminary rounds). These usually consist of students who just barely 


missed breaking in their category. The round combines a variety of 



categories and is a good way for the audience to see examples of different 

categories.

Small school: A division in most tournaments for school with under fifteen entries.



Quality points usually determine placing in this division.

Speak time: 
Time listed on a schedule for a competitor in a limited prep event when



they will give the actual speech (30 minutes after their draw time).

Top 25: 
For large teams, a maximum of 25 students’ point totals may go toward 


team points. Some tournaments allow teams to choose these 25 students 


ahead of time, but most simply take the top 25 scores on any team, thus 


eliminating a coach’s role in team points.

Rank: 

How a student placed in a single round. A rank of one signifies the student 

was the best in the entire round—placing first in that judge’s eyes.

Teaser: 
Often used in interpretation events, a teaser is the first part of a 



performance and comes directly from the piece. The teaser is intended to 


grab the audience’s attention, but it totally optional. Following a brief 


teaser there should be the customary introduction, and then the student 


will return back to the piece.

Varsity team: When a tournament allows the schools to pick their 25 students that will



compete toward team points, this team of 25 is designated the ‘varsity 


team’ within the team.

WFCA: 
the Wisconsin Forensics Coaches Association. Organizes and regulates



Wisconsin forensics, categories and rules. For more, visit 




www.wfcaforenscis.org.

WHSFA: 
Wisconsin High School Forensics Association. Similar to the WFCA in



organization and in categories. Affiliated with ONE ACTS? The major 


difference between the two is the type of competition—the WHSFA hosts 


festivals, which are less competitive and have no power round. Rounds 


are also judged on a point system



instead of rank.
