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Welcome to the Arrowhead Forensics Team!!!

I am excited that you are interested in the Forensics Team this season and hope you find it a valuable experience and a whole lot of fun.  

Forensics is an activity that is valuable to any student at Arrowhead High School.  It will help you gain communication skills, confidence in public speaking, and help you think on your feet.  Our goal is to have individual members develop poise, self-confidence, analytical ability, and literary appreciation throughout the season.  It is also a competition which will allow you to compare your performance and oratory skills with students from all over the state. Competition can be fierce but it provides you with opportunities to learn from your peers and grow as you gain experience.
Forensics is not purely an individual activity.  Our program is designed to develop a Forensics Team rather than a bunch of individuals.  Being part of the Forensics Team is just like being part of a team in any sport.  We compete as a team and we succeed as a team.  When members miss a meet or a practice the whole team suffers.  As a team we will help each other grow individually and strive toward team success.  A strong and coherent team will produce strong individual participants.
What forensics is not:
· Just a mere social “club” or “activity”

· Exclusively for naturally-gifted public speakers or high-achieving students

· Simply a “speech,” “drama,” or “language arts” activity 

What forensics is:

· A team competition made up of individual and small group events

· A team that requires dedication from its members

· A community of people all looking to help each other grow in the areas of speaking and listening

· A whole lot of fun

What is a Forensics Meet Like?

Forensics meets are similar to track meets.  Students choose an event in which they want to participate for the season and compete in that event at each meet.  Most of the Forensics Meets that we will participate in are called Tournaments.  Every student competes in three preliminary rounds where they perform their pieces in front of 5 – 8 other competitors.  Students are then ranked 1 through 5 against the other competitors in their round.  In each round you will compete against a different set of competitors all from the same event.  The top ranked contestants then move onto the finals (power rounds) where they compete for individual trophies.  The students also gain points for their team based on how they place in their preliminary rounds, and the teams compete against each other for the team trophy.
A full team has 25 entries.  Most categories are individual; however group interpretation and play acting may have 2-5 people per entry.  There are some restrictions on the number of people that can be entered into each event.  At most a team can have four participants in each event.  At the beginning of the season, we will take a look at students’ interests and our numbers to see how we will fill the categories.
FORENSICS TEAM ETHICS AND POLICIES
Code of Conduct

Students will conduct themselves in accordance with school policy at any forensics event, practice, or tournament.

Students must show respect for themselves, teammates, other participants, coaches, and judges.

Students will act in a manner that is representative of our team, school, and community.

Students must remain in good academic standing to participate on the team. 


During Practice

It is expected that students work cooperatively with coaches and teammates.  Everyone is expected to work together and help each other improve.  Disrespecting other teammates or inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.

Tournament Behavior


In your round…


Whenever we attend a meet we are representing our school and community.  
Students are expected to be good audience members and give all of your 
attention to the performers in your round.  Before you enter a competition 
room, make sure that a judge is present.  Remain in your room until the end of 
each round. Support the other competitors as much as you would support your 
teammates.  Remember that they may be as nervous or as excited as you are.  


Between rounds…


Outside of your rounds be respectful of the school and all of the other 
competitors.  We are guests of the host school and you are expected to follow 
the rules of that school.  All members will behave in a polite and gracious 
manner between rounds.  Make sure to remain quite in the hallways, especially 
while rounds are still in progress.

During power rounds and during awards…


In a tournament if you do not make it to the power round, you are expected to 
attend the power round of your event or go to a teammate’s power round.  
This is important!!!  It helps us learn how we can improve to reach the next 
level individually and as a team.  Also, we are a team and we need to support 
one another and celebrate our accomplishments.  During any award ceremonies 
or lunch breaks we will sit together as a team; show your team spirit. 
Any member with conduct unbecoming of a speech team member – at a tournament or in school – will be penalized as determined by the coach depending on the offense.  This includes rehearsal and tournament conduct, and anything that is a school policy violation even if the violation is not related to forensics.
Competitions and Performances
Our competition schedule is attached.  Students are expected to go to as many tournaments as they can schedule.  Every student that is participating in forensics is required to go to four meets and must attend our home meet on March 20.  

Students will be required to turn in a schedule during the first week of January that indicates which tournaments they plan on attending.  If a student would like to be added to a tournament during the season, they must talk with Mr. Schmid at least 8 days prior to the meet.  
Tournaments are expensive. The school pays an entry fee for each contestant in each tournament, the team hires one judge for every five entries at $75 per judge, and we pay for 











(continued…)
transportation.  Therefore if a student does not show up for a meet that they had previously signed up for they will be assessed a $25 fine.  If a student needs to drop from a tournament they must talk with Mr. Schmid at least 8 days prior to the meet, if they drop anytime after that they will be assessed the $25 fine.

There are a few exceptions to this rule.  There are always circumstances that cannot be avoided.  The $25 fee can be waved for the following reasons.


Death, Injury, or Illness of a Family member


Students Illness
Circumstances that will NOT be excused


I have an appointment, event, of function that I forgot about.


I was supposed to take the ACT/SAT/Driver’s Test/etc.


I slept in and missed my alarm.


I couldn’t get a ride.


I showed up late.

It is also very important that we leave on time for tournaments.  So we will be leaving promptly at the times indicated.  If you show up late we will leave without you and you will be assessed the $25 fine.

The week of March 22 the Forensics team will be hosting a Showcase and Parent’s Night.  Our team will invite the parents and the middle school forensics team to celebrate our season.  When the date is finalized, it will be sent to everyone involved.
The pinnacle of our season is the WFCA State Tournament on April 17.  All of our practices and regular season meets build-up to it.  This is where all the teams from across the state come together for one final competition.  All students are expected to attend.
Dress Code
Dress for success.  You must wear professional attire when you attend any tournament.  The more conservative you dress the better you will be perceived.  You are not judged on your dress, but your appearance has a big effect on how those around you view your performance.  The way you dress and present yourself is a part of the way you non-verbally communicate, and can affect the way a judge views your performance.  
Our team’s dress requirements


Acceptable

Boys



Girls






Collared Shirt


Collared Shirt




Dress Pants/Khakis

Dress Pants




Dress Shoes


Skirt (Knee Length or Just above knee)




Colored Socks


Dress (Knee Length or Just above knee)




Tie



Dress Shoes





Suit



Suit


Unacceptable












Jeans



Low Cut/Deep V Shirts




Shorts



Short Skirts




Cargo Pants


Jeans 





T-shirt



Tight shirts and pants




Sweatshirt


Sweatshirt





White Socks


T-shirt


Some General Guidelines



Professional Attire



No undergarments of any kind should be seen.



The less skin the better.




If you are questioning whether your outfit is appropriate, don’t wear it.

If you are dressed inappropriately for a tournament, you will not be allowed to attend and you will be assessed the $25 fine.

PRACTICES
Throughout November and December we will have a series of workshops where we get to know one another, study the different types of events, and select or write pieces.  

Once we return from winter break our competition season starts.  Students are expected to have a piece that they can practice with as soon as they return from break in January.  Each week students must attend the Team meeting which will be from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm every Thursday.  Students are also required to sign-up for one practice session with Mr. Schmid or one of our Guest Coaches.  The sign-up sheet will always be posted outside of Room 183 at North Campus.  Practice sessions will be held on Monday and Tuesday from 2:45pm – 3:45pm and on Thursday from 2:45pm – 7:00pm.  Students will sign-up for a time slot each week.  Each practice session will last one hour.  Students will perform their piece and listen to pieces from two other students.  It is also expected that students practice outside of school, at least once a week.

If a student does not attend practice during a week, they will not be allowed to attend the next scheduled meet.  If this is a meet that they have signed up for they will be assessed the $25 fine.

TEAM FEE
There will be a team fee of $20 for each person who wants to participate in forensics.  This money will be specifically used for team shirts that students will wear the day before a meet and any leftover will be used for snacks on the days of a meet.  If this fee causes any problems or hardships, please contact Mr. Schmid with your concern.

Schedule of Events

Date

Day

Event

11-5-09
Thursday
First Meeting



WINTER BREAK
1-30-09
Saturday
Deforest Tournament
2-6-09
Saturday
Alverno (Rufus King) Tournament

2-13-09
Saturday
West Bend East/West Tournament

2-27-09
Saturday
Sheboygan South Tournament

3-6-09
Saturday
Nicolet Tournament

3-13-09
Saturday
Whitefish Bay Tournament

3-20-09
Saturday
Arrowhead Tournament
3-23-09
Tentative
Parent’s Night-Arrowhead Auditorium
4-17-09
Saturday
State Tournament-Ripon  (WFCA)













