AP Calculus AB
Syllabus
2011-2012

Course Description

This course is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of algebra, geometry, trigonometry and analytic geometry.  Students successfully completing Precalculus and Discrete should take this course.  This is designated as a college-level course in one variable calculus and will be treated as such.  We will cover all of the material needed to cover the AB Advanced Placement Calculus test.

Materials

Notebook

Three Ring Binder

Pencils (Many of them)

Graphing Calculator - TI-89 or TI-nspire CAS 

4 Extra AAA Batteries for the Graphing Calculator (In case your batteries die)

What I Expect From You

1. Be prompt to class.  You should be in your seat when the bell rings.
2. Expect a weekly quiz, a test every 2-3 weeks, an A.P. Problem Set once per semester.
3. Your assignments should be done every day and placed in your notebook.  Plan on spending 30-45 minutes DAILY on your assignment.  Assignments will be collected on Mondays.
4. Honest effort at all times.  If you do not understand material or are having problems make arrangement to get extra help.  I will make positive contributions in group activities and do all that I can to work cooperatively with those around me.

5. Once class starts you will be focused on mathematics and the lesson at hand.  It is not an hour to catch up on homework.
6. In case of an absence you are responsible to get the make-up work from me.
7. You are in class every day.  Don’t ask to be excused for giving blood, hanging homecoming decorations, etc.
8. Take care of your needs like sharpening pencils, going to the bathroom, discarding paper, etc. before class starts.  Don’t ask for locker or bathroom passes.  I want 60 minutes of uninterrupted concentration on mathematics.
9. Show classmates and teachers with the utmost respect.  Be courteous.  Everyone’s opinion matters.
10. You will be asked to think and explain concepts and problems.  You will be asked to explain the “whys” instead of just giving the correct answer.  Problems will be difficult and you will be ask to persevere and work through them.  This will make you uncomfortable and you will get over it.

What You Can Expect From Me

1. I will do all that I can to help you learn calculus.  I will be available for help before school and during free periods.

2. I will be prepared for class each day.  

3. Each week you will receive a quiz, homework collected on Mondays, a test each 2-3 weeks, and an exam each semester.

4. I will treat all students with respect and will do what I can to help all students feel comfortable in my classroom.

Grading Scale


100-90%

A


89.99-80%

B


79.99-70%

C



69.99-60%

D

59.99 and below
F

18 Week Grade


50%


Tests


40%


Quizzes/Labs


10%


Homework/Projects
Semester Grade


18-Week Grade

75%


Problem Set

10%


Final Exam

15%

Mr. Schmid’s Schedule

Before
Prep (North 126)

1st
Functions Statistics and Trigonometry (North 126)
2nd
Prep
3rd 
Prep

4th
Calculus AB (North 126)

5th
Calculus AB (North 126) (1st Half)
6th
Calculus AB (North 126) (2nd Half)
7th
Calculus AB (North 126)
8th
Prep
9th
Advanced Algebra/Trig  (South 209)
10th
Advanced Algebra/Trig  (South 209)
If I have a problem with how class is run or something that is happening I will come talk to Mr. Schmid.

I will be prepared both mentally and physically for class.  This means that everyday I will bring all materials and have my assignment done. 

Calculus is one of the most beautiful and applicable topics within mathematics.  The problems that you will encounter will be complex, but the solutions will have a simplistic quality.  Our course can be broken down into four major areas that will be developed throughout the semester.  They are limits, derivatives, anti-derivatives and definite integrals.  This course will emphasize a multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, problems and results being represented graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally.  Graphs, equations, tables, and charts will be used to study and relate concepts throughout this course.  The student must also be able to solve problems algebraically without the use of a calculator, and also use calculators to analyze situations.  Finally the student must communicate to the teacher and fellow classmates the understanding of the problem and its solution verbally as well as in writing.  

Mr. Schmid


E-mail:  schmid@ahs.k12.wi.us


Phone:  (262) 369-3611 ext 3143








