The Minoan Civilization

2500 to 1450 B.C.

· Higher civilization, however, first appeared in the Aegean basin not on the Greek mainland, but to the south, on the island of Crete.
· Migrants from the Fertile Crescent settled on the island Crete. These people are called Minoan after the legendary king Minos, who is supposed to have united the island under a single dynasty at one time.
· Trade became a vital part of the Minoan civilization.  The area that was most heavily traded with was the mainland of Greece and the richer centers of civilization in Egypt and Syria.
· The appearance of rich cities such as Knossos on the northern coast of Crete attests to the growing importance of Minoan trade with the barbarian Greeks who were then settling around the Aegean basin.

· By 1700 B.C. the Minoans had developed a more efficient written language for the maintenance of records and communication within the vast commercial empire thus created.

· They abandoned the pictographic form of writing that they had originally used and created a linear script which we call Linear A..

Control of the Sea

· The Minoans control of the sea allowed them the luxury of living in great cities that stood open to the water and gave them that security without which higher civilization is impossible.

Leadership

· Minos was the son of the princess Europa and Zeus, the father of the gods. From the city of Knossos he colonized many of the Cycladic Islands, and he was widely considered a just ruler.
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· In the most famous story about Minos, he refused to sacrifice a certain bull. The god Poseidon punished him by making his wife Pasiphaë fall in love with the animal, and she subsequently gave birth to the Minotaur.

Culture

· Minoan culture appears in sculpture, in frescoes decorating the great palaces, and on pottery depicts the human body with grace, elegance, and a distinct feeling of delight.

· Evidence offered by artistic remains suggests that the men and women of this civilization mixed freely in sports and games.

· In fact, the Feminine element seems to have predominated in the Minoan imagination. Scenes of war are rare, and there is little evidence of profound meditation on the fact of death.

· Minoan women enjoyed a higher status than women in other civilizations.  Women were allowed to go to sporting events and there were more goddesses than there were gods.  

· The Minoan lifestyle as well as their typical living was based from the sea.

· The low amount of importance the Minoan people placed on gods seemed to be backed by a lack of interest.  There are very few shrines that observed Minoan gods.  It is thought that instead of believing in the deities every word that Minoans had personal shrines.  The Gods would then serve as protectors.  

The Minoan city

· This theory is backed by the layout of the Minoan city.  Instead of cities being laid out in accordance to the temple, cities are almost laid randomly.  Many Minoan cities seem to have grown out of necessity or practical needs.

· It is thought that later Greeks, who borrowed from this civilization, required a precedent for their attempt to build a culture dedicated to the enjoyment of the earthly life, they possessed such a precedent in their ancestors, the Minoans.

The end of Minos 

· Trade and political tension is believed to have increased the desirability of the Minoans.  Mainland Greece would soon be traced to the Island of Crete.

· Traces of the mainland culture appear most dramatically in the Cretan city of Knossos between 1450 and 1400 B.C.

· A new linear script, definitely Greek in origin, called Linear B and only recently deciphered, which remained in use until around 1200 B.C.

· Other evidences of mainland influence are manifested in the art, technology, and increasingly warlike tone of the life of the city.

· The transformation of Knossos marked the beginning of the end for the Cretans. Around 1400 B.C. Knossos was sacked and burned to the ground.  The Minoan civilization had come to an end.  

· Crete never recovered its former position. Although it remained an important center of wealth and culture in the Aegean, exercising considerable civilizing influence on the cruder peoples of the Greek mainland, especially in the Pelponnese, for another three centuries, military power now shifted definitively to the north, where a new culture called Mycenaean--had taken shape.

