
AP Physics Advice to Students: What should you do? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you currently enrolled in or have you 

completed an introductory physics course  

(Physics or AP Physics 1)? 

Yes 

No 

I took Physics 
Enroll in AP Physics 1 

Consider enrolling in  

AP Physics 2 

Consider enrolling in 

AP Physics C 

Yes 

No 

Do you meet both of these requirements? 
 

1. You’ll be enrolled in a calculus class next year. 

(Calc and Apps, AP Calc AB, or AP Calc BC) 
 

2. You plan to pursue an undergraduate physics 

or engineering degree, or you have a serious 

interest in taking an advanced physics class. 

I took AP Physics 1 

Do you want to review 

many of the same 

topics and add some 

additional topics in a 

more rigorous course? 

Enroll in AP Physics 1 

No Yes 



Comparing the courses 
 
Course AP Physics 1 AP Physics 2 AP Physics C 

Minimum Math Requirement Concurrent Functions or 
beyond 

Concurrent Functions or 
beyond 

Concurrent calculus (Calc 
and Apps, AP Calc AB or AP 
Calc BC), pre-calculus with 
consent of science 
department chair. 

Science Prerequisite Science 9 Physics or AP Physics 1 Physics or AP Physics 1 

Year 10 – 12  11 – 12  11 – 12 

Course duration 40 minutes 40 minutes 60 minutes 

What AP Test will I take? AP Physics 1 AP Physics 2 AP Physics C Mechanics 
and/or AP Physics C E&M 

What physics course could I 
take next? 

AP Physics 2 or AP Physics 
C 

AP Physics C (some overlap 
of concepts) 

 

 


