
Referendums are part of the Wisconsin 
funding mechanism for public schools.



That is what districts across the state are doing.

Wisconsin’s school funding mechanism requires 
referendums for significant facilities improvements 
and annual operations.  State legislators have told 
school districts, “If you need more funds, ask your 
taxpayers.”



163 passed.

Sussex 
Hamilton & 
Kettle 
Moraine 
recently 
passed 
recurring 
operational 
referendums 
so they have 
$7 million or 
more in 
annual 
revenue 
forever.



*Wisconsin public school districts depend on local referenda!

● 194 districts have put forth at least 3 referenda.
● 42 districts have put forth 4 referenda.
● 35 districts have put forth 5 referenda.
● 30 districts have put forth 6 referenda.
● 18 districts have put forth 7 referenda.
*From 2000 through April 2023

School funding requires referendums.

Custom Referenda Reporting



● 14 districts have put forth 8 referenda.
● 8 districts have put forth 9 referenda.
● 7 districts have put forth 10 referenda.
● 3 districts have put forth 11 referenda.
● 2 districts have put forth 12 referenda.
*From 2000 through April 2023

*Wisconsin public school districts depend on local referenda!

School funding requires referendums.

Custom Referenda Reporting



● 2 districts have put forth 13 referenda.
● 1 district has put forth 15 referenda.
● 1 district has put forth 16 referenda.
● 1 district has put forth 20 referenda.

*From 2000 through April 2023

*Wisconsin public school districts depend on local referenda!

School funding requires referendums.


