
Why a referendum?  
Wisconsin School Funding Requires Referenda. 



● Safety for Students & Staff is the priority.
● Time and failed referenda have put our aging 

facilities at a tipping point (1955, 1969, 1999, 2024).

● Wisconsin’s school funding system requires 
referenda to address significant capital & 
operating needs.
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● Safety and Security
○ travel between campuses
○ multiple access points - unmonitored 

● Communication
○ emergency situations
○ collaborative work

● Incredible inefficiencies in staff and equipment
○ two main offices, two cafeterias, two libraries
○ duplicate equipment/spaces (tech ed, music, art)
○ estimated $1 million in annual redundancies

Challenges with a 2-Building Campus



● Scheduling/Learning
○ 8 minute passing times
○ students/staff traveling between buildings

● Behavior Modeling
○ upperclassmen should be seen modeling 

appropriate social and academic behavior
● Inconsistency

○ disjointed connections
○ relationships with counselors & staff over 2 years

Challenges with a 2-Building Campus



● In 1993, Wisconsin’s Legislature instituted a limit on the 
revenue (state aid + property tax) a school district is 
provided each year (The Revenue Limit). 

● The initial limit was arbitrarily             set at the amount 
each school district spent (per student) in 1992-93; it 
therefore varies widely across the state. 

● The Revenue Limit was conveyed as a temporary 
property tax “fix,” and became permanent 2 years later.

● For 30+ years, the amount of funding public school 
districts are provided is limited/capped by this law.
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In 2008, Wisconsin’s Legislature stopped adjusting 
school funding to keep up with inflation.

The chart on the next slide shows the impact.
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In 2008, Wisconsin’s Legislature stopped adjusting 
school funding to keep up with inflation.

Why a referendum?

If the state just kept up with inflation, the 
$3,380 shortfall multiplied by 2,000 students 
means Arrowhead is missing $6,760,000 in 
ANNUAL FUNDING!



● lowest funded, 
● lowest spending, 
● lowest taxing,
● most cost-effective districts in the state.

Arrowhead is one of the: 
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Where does AHS rank on spending per student?
Arrowhead ranks 366 out of 420 districts at $15,012 Cost Per 
Member (resident student).  Arrowhead is $2,170 below the 
State Average cost per resident student of $17,182 (and high 
schools cost more to operate).



Arrowhead Spending Compared to Other Union HS Districts



Arrowhead is one of the lowest spending districts in the state.

Total District Cost Per Member 2023-24

Department of Public Instruction Data

Comparative Cost Per Member | Wisconsin DPI





Passed 
referenda in 
April, 2024 so 
tax rates will 
increase.

PASSED 
Referendum on 
November 5 
ballot

Where AHS 
would be if April 
ballot is 
approved
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● lowest taxing,
● most cost-effective districts in the state.

Arrowhead is one of the: 

Why a referendum?


